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February 17 – We have had a lot of new members starting in 

the last month, so welcome to everyone.   
 
Please take the time to Like our Facebook page as we put most of 
our updates for training on here.  www.facebook.com/metrodogclub 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don’t forget to visit our website at www.metrodogclub.com 

We appreciate any feedback you would like to give. 
For any bookings of classes please contact us at 

metrodogclub@live.com.au 
 

All class placement offers must be confirmed by email. 

Asfjkl;aswrgds 

 
 

Metropolitan Dog Obedience Club Inc. Obedience Trial  
Entries are now open for our obedience trial 

Saturday 4th March 2017 
Entries to :Trial Secretary, PO Box 337, ZILLMERE 4034  

Entries via www.k9entres.com/ankc (preferred).  
Entries close: Friday 17th February 2017 

Enquires : Contact Marnie Marshall ph 0449060960 
Competitors to park in Ellison Road The Club reserves the right 

to change Classes and Judges depending on Class sizes.  
Entry Fee - $7 

Judging time 6.30pm + Vetting 5.15pm - 6.00pm 
 

as137890zxaldh 
 
 
 

 
Metro Dog Obedience Trial  4th March 2017 

 
All newsletters are now online at 

http://www.metrodogclub.com/#!newletters/fzyey 

 
 
 
 

PART 1  

Ineffective Socialisation 
When people get a puppy 
they are quick to be 
advised by everyone 
from the breeder to their neighbour that the puppy must be “socialised“. Few 
explain what that actually is and most people have no goal in mind other than to 
“socialise” the pup. 
So they take their pup out and let it become friends with everyone and play with 
every dog and along the way one of two things happen: – 
 

1. The pup establishes an extreme high value for other dogs, loves them, goes 

NUTs when it see’s one. 

2. In the process of exposing the pup to other dogs, an older dog that is 

aggressive attacks or at least frightens the pup and the pup becomes 

traumatised. The pup owner examines the pup and there are no physical 

injuries so nothing to worry out, but a few months later, that pup erupts in 

aggression when it is faced with another dog. 

 

Let’s look at each of these in a little more depth, because this is one of the major 
causes of frustrated related aggression. 
 
We aim to “neutralise” our pups, meaning we aim to expose them to other dogs 
and set the “value” to a low rational value. We want the pup to interact with other 
dogs, but not at the extreme levels that play occurs at. We want to check this 
value regularly (every two weeks) and make sure that other dogs are not 
becoming our pups greatest reward. 
 
A simple test would be to allow your pup to interact with another dog and when 
he or she playing, recall the pup. If the pup “turns and burns” (recalls to you 
instantly) then you’re still number one. But if you get any less than an instant 
response, things are getting out of control. 
 
I don’t attend dog play dates or dog parks and I am not on the lookout for dogs 
for my dogs to play with, so we don’t suffer the aggressive dog in the park either. 
 
I want my adult dog to think that me and my rewards and games are the best 
things in his life so he need not look elsewhere. 
 
So back to what happens when you “over socialise” your pup and he or she 
gains a very high value for other dogs??? 
 
Well at first, the only problem is that the puppy will be all wiggly around other 
dogs, this is usually between 8 and 12 weeks. 
 
Next is that your pup is 13 – 30 weeks and the wiggliness has gone in favour of 
lunging into the leash, running up to every dog he or she see’s, barking, whining 
or even screaming to get to other dogs and of course you have no obedience or 
engagement from your puppy at all.It’s not uncommon for a 6 month old pup to 
race up to another dog in the park and this trigger an attack from the other dog, 
who thought the pup was out of line (because he or she is!). 
 
So perhaps this is your large Pup, and he has a very high value for other dogs, 
he is now 7 or 8 months old and when he see’s a dog he goes nuts to get to it. 
But for now, your stronger and hold him back by the leash, no matter how hard 
he tries to get to the dog.Holding a dog back from a reward only serves to 
increase the value of that reward through frustrated related arousal. We actually 
use a process like this to motivate the recall, the restrained recall. 
Now your large dog is highly aroused and bouncing and lunging into the leash, 
this is very likely to cause the other dog some stress and that dog shows 
aggression or, your dog lets out a big bark or grabs the dog with his mouth. 
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THIS WORKS, and it becomes your dogs mode of operation with dogs, he sees 
one, elevates his levels of arousal in a heartbeat, dives and barks into the leash 
with as much noise and action is possible, this is frustration induced dog 
aggression. 
 
It is very common, it is very real, the dog is very intent on grabbing, biting and or 
getting to the other dog, it can morph into predatory aggression and the capture 
and destruction of small animals. 
 
High values for other dogs is highly risky. 
 
Our second common socialisation issue is when you’re young dog suffers 
trauma via interaction with another dog. we deliberately avoided saying “being 
attacked by another dog” because sometimes, all it takes at the right, or should 
we say wrong time is a fright. 
 
Many people have said that their puppy once met a dog and screamed and tried 
to get away and all the other dog was doing was trying to play. That event likely 
was traumatic for this particular dog and can generate (irrational) fears which in 
early maturity 6 months – 15 months, manifest into dog aggression. 
 
This dog aggression is the dog displaying “distance increasing signals” and 
whilst there is no desire to hurt the other dog, just get rid of it, sometimes harm 
does occur. 
 
Interactions with other dogs should be controlled and your pup should always 
feel safe and without fear. This happens through many repetitions of your dog 
interacting confidently with other dogs over his early life for at least the first 
year. 
 
Another type of ineffective socialisation is either no socialisation or not enough 
socialisation. Trainers will meet a new puppy owner in a lesson and throughout 
that lesson, establish that the puppy is nervous, shy or fearful (breed irrelevant), 
let’s say the pup is 9 weeks old. 
 
Trainers advise that they take this dog out into public every single day and 
teach the pup how to interact with people, dogs, children, noises and the world. 
They would always have food rewards with them and would layer food into social 
situations and build more confidence through a lot of controlled exposure with 
reward. 
Trainers will often get told by the puppy owner that they don’t have time and they 
will definitely take the pup out most weekends. 
Puppy comes back later, maybe 6 – 12 months of age and has fear based dog 
aggression. As soon as the dog see’s a strange dog it barks and lunges, bearing 
teeth and almost screaming “get away from me!“. 
Taking this young dog out every day now will not help. The pup has developed a 
negative value for dogs and learned to use aggression to ward them off. So now 
it will take a LOT more work to get this young dog calm in public, back at 9 
weeks, it would have been lots of fun exposure, now, you’re dealing with a 
bigger, stronger dog that is also aggressive. This entails risk both for yours and 
the public’s safety and you may find you could be facing council too. 
Some pups however are full of swagger and would be fine being taken 
out some weekends, but some definitely need more than that. Not giving them 
what they need to become comfortable will only require more work and more 
time needed later. Know that, most people with aggressive dogs who bring them 
to training say “but we did socialise him?“. 
 

Not getting the right help 
Many people ignore problems, promise to work on them later, go to an 
obedience club and expect the instructors to solve complex or dangerous 
behaviour problems in class, consulting Google and or youtube for the answers 
and or following advice from well meaning friends, neighbours and dog park 
experts. 
If your dog starts to display a behaviour problem, your best chance of 
extinguishing this behaviour is to get professional help as soon as you see the 
behaviour. 
Rehearsal of behaviour is one of the strongest reinforcers, so this means that as 
soon as you know there is a problem, seek help, don’t wait. 
 

Time poor owners 
These days, time is short, we have so many things to fill our lives that it is hard 
to get time to do anything. Well this should be considered before you get a dog, 
even more so when you get a puppy. 
 
People used to walk their dogs to the shops and tie them outside, there could be 
three or four dogs tied to one post whilst owners picked up the milk and bread. I 
don’t see that any more, in fact a large percentage of dogs will not tolerate being 
near other dogs, or even tied up. 
Milk and bread is picked up from a convenience store and the dog doesn’t leave 
the back yard. The weekend comes and we remember our dog and decide to 
take him for a walk. It’s been a week since he has been out so he is pumped, 
which means he hasn’t been trained either and he pulls on the leash. 
By the time you get home, your arms and shoulders are sore and you really 
regret that walk. So Sunday comes around and you miss the morning walk in 
favour of a sleep in but take your dog to the dog park in the afternoon. 
Your dog races over to other dogs, get’s in scuffles, won’t come when he is 
called etc and dragged you to the park. You are really sorry you bothered… 
You get home each day and are tired from your long day, and just can’t face 
walking your dog on Monday, or Tuesday, or Wednesday and then, you put it off 
Thursday and Friday vowing to take him out on the weekend. 
 
Each time your dog goes out, he is full of pent up energy, lack of exposure and 
lack of impulse control, so he behaves worse each time. 
Dogs need interaction, with you, not other dogs, or grass parks, you. If you have 
a dog, make the time, if you don’t have the time, don’t get a dog. 
 

Other aggressive dogs 
Dog to dog aggression is contagious, this means it can be spread through 
emotion from one being to another. We have more aggressive dogs these days, 
if your dog comes across an aggressive dog, this dog will have an effect on your 
dog. If you have a young dog with little socialisation, it will have a big effect, if 
you have an older dog, less so, but it will have an effect. 
 
Once your dog has had enough exposure to the “aggression virus“, your dog 
will contract this behaviour and start to display it too. Just like a disease. 
 
Not only people with aggressive dogs are to be blamed, in fact I often find that is 
other people who are at fault here. They insist on letting their “friendly” dog race 
up to yours with no care at all. 
This means your aggressive, on leash dog is being pressured by their off leash 
dog and your dog reacts with a distance increasing signal of aggression, and of 
course that is another repetition where the behaviour becomes stronger. 
 
For those people that do let their dogs race up to other people and other dogs, 
remember, not every dog welcomes your (over) friendly dog and he or she could 
be hurt too, so give some space unless you clear it with the owner. 
 

Dog parks 
The thought of a park set up so that dogs could run in a grass, fenced area with 
other dogs and play and have a great time sounds awesome. But let me tell you 
this, dog trainers don’t do dog parks. 
Why? well for all the above reasons for a start, first what would I hope to gain by 
going there? A dog that prefers to play with dogs than come when I call? 
A dog that goes to the dog park to practice bad manners by racing up to other 
dogs and jumping all over them? 
A dog that went to the park to play and was attacked by that one dog that seems 
to be at every dog park in the world and goes around attacking other dogs? 
Now some people will be saying “no, to have fun and play games“. In my most 
trainers dogs lives, that is what they are for, that is why they got a dog. 
 
The dog park model coupled with peoples lack of understanding of dog 
behaviour is where most of the aggressive dogs learned to be aggressive. 
 
I advise people to avoid dog parks and find other ways to exercise and enjoy 
your dog, they are too risky, like playing on the road, it’s not if you get run over 
but when. 
PART 2 WILL BE IN  OUR NEXT NEWLETTER.  
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